Introduction
I HAVE been asked by my American publisher to write
a short introduction to the American edition of "The
Village in the Jungle." The book was first published
twelve years ago in England. From 1904 to 1911 I had
been in Ceylon in the Ceylon Civil Service. For the last
two and a half years of that period I had been in charge,
as Assistant Government Agent, of the Hambantota Dis-
trict which forms a part of the Southern Province. The
district is a curious one. The western part of it is fer-
tile and well populated with pleasant villages. But as
you go east, it becomes drier and drier, and the whole of
the eastern part is a vast sea of jungle. In that sea of
jungle on the coast is the "town" of Hambantota, the
large and prosperous village of Tissamaharama, where
the river and artificial irrigation works make the culti-
vation of rice possible, and elsewhere only a few scat-
tered, poor, usually dwindling jungle villages.
The jungle itself is described in the book. I think I
went twice on circuit, during the two and a half years,
into the northeastern part of the district. It was very
rarely visited by the Assistant Government Agent. There
were no roads, only jungle tracks. One had to ride,
therefore, and the tent and food were taken in bullock-
carts which, in fine weather did about two miles an hour.
The jungle was unbroken, the heat intense, the villages
very few and containing, as a rule, a mere handful of
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